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Horae B. V, M. ari Usum Ecclesiae Botiiomagensis. Cum Oaiendario. 
Illuminated Manuscript on Tiim Vellum (63 U. 7 x 5*«.) written 
in neat Jtoioing gotbic Iclttrs, lomj lines^ 25 to afull page; Calendar in 
French inred,hhteand gold, each outsidehorderof riclipainted and illumi~ 
nated decorative worh of flower serolls, natural jiowers and fruits, hirds, 
grotesqiie animalSf .eic. the Calendar liaving 24: sinail square illuminated 
niiniatures of the occupations of the months and ihe Signs of the Zodiac, 
numerous illuminated ornaniental iniiials and decorative details in the 

text, hy a French Artiet^ 

’ ■ --- ■- . — ~ . - - - . - --- 


This beautiful little volume must have been originaliy com- 
missioued by some noble patron, as a book for private use, 
about the end of the fifteenth ceutury. It is a choice 
■example of what French writers mean by calling the later 
monastic and lay illuminatings rart de habouiner, or playing 
the monkey, as the main figure is usually either a babooii, 
or else a dog or otlier beast costumed, or a quiffill,” i. e. a 
beast made up of crow’s head and raFs body, or some other 
monstrous mixture of incongruous linibs and bodies. It 
is very interesting from the immense variety of borders, 
every leaf showing a different ‘design from the rest. We 
find upwards of 100 different illuminated borders, each 
having a comic, sometimes a graeeful coloured figure amid 
very delicately painted sprays of foliage and flowers. 
Besides these borders there is an innumerable series of 
choice initials, some containing painted birds, others orjia- 
ments. 
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